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Mr.  Maurice   Parmelee   on  East
and   West

IN his very interesting book, Oriental and Occidental Culture: An
Interpretation, Mr. Maurice Parmelee institutes an almost cate-
gorical comparison, or rather contrast, between the Orient and the
Occident.

It is important to note that, as has already been pointed out, Mr.
Parmelee, unlike some others, includes Islamic Asia, from Asia
Minor to the frontiers of India, in the West, or at any rate, he does
not include it in the Orient.

Taking religion first for examination, Mr. Parmelee finds that
within the "Western cultural sphere" were evolved "two great
Semitic religions, Christianity and Islam. The one dominates the
West. The other dominated the borderland between the West
and the East" (Parmelee, Oriental and Occidental Culture, p. 48).
Judaism and Zoroastrianism may also be mentioned, at any rate,
the former, which Mr. Parmelee includes among the eight "leading
religions" (ibid., p. 229). In the Orient are to be found Hinduism,
Buddhism, Taoism and Shintoism. If the people of Asia Minor and
the countries .to its east are included in the Orient, as several authori-
ties do, all the leading religions will have originated in the Orient.
In which case, with respect to the origin of the leading religions, the
West is homogeneous only in the sense that it gave birth to no
great religion. If Islamic Asia be included in the West, the Occident
is not homogeneous,! inasmuch as it will have given birth to three
great religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
With reference to the spread of each of these religions, it varied